
Note:  The complete agenda is available at www.avontownshipmn.gov.  All Town Meetings are available via Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945. Passcode:  AvonTown.  The Clerk may record the proceedings of this meeting to 
ensure accuracy of the minutes.  The recording will be deleted upon completion of minutes and will not become public 
(Resolution 01-03-18).  

Avon Township Supervisors Meeting – December 3, 2025 
Tentative Agenda Packet 

 

1. Call to order – 7:00 PM; Avon Township Hall, Queens Road, Avon (MN).  Also, available via Zoom (see footnote 
below) 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  
3. Roll Call 
4. Approval of agenda 
5. Approval of minutes – November 5, 2025 
6. Public Hearings – none scheduled 
7. Public Comments  
8. Planning Commission Report  

a. Meyers inquiry regarding a certificate of compliance 
b. Winkels variance 
c. Moving the Supervisor’s meeting to the second Wednesday 
d. Increasing electronic payment options (i.e., auto-pay, ACH) 
e. Road plan 

9. Treasurer’s Report – Kelly Martini 
a. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report & Cash Control Statement 
b. Check with insufficient funds? 
c. Paid Leave Law – designate paid leave administrator, set up accounts, notify employees, set work 

place policies, payroll deduction?, etc.  
d.  

10. Claims & Payroll – Kelly Martini 
a. Approval of claims, receipts & payroll  
b. Central hydraulics charge policy change 
c. Approval of damage deposit return for Gondringer & Koshiol access permits 
d. Truck purchase – update 
e.  

11. Town Hall Report 
a. Garbage disposal update 
b.  

12. Road Report & Roadwork Update 
a. Winter Update – plowing, salt sand, etc. 
b. Queens Road LRIP Grant – update 
c. 2025 Annual Noxious Weed Control Report 
d. Anderson driveway  
e. Deer on road (near 37081 Co Rd 9) 
f.  

13. Scheduled Business  
a. SLFRF Reporting – OK? 
b. Tri-County Humane Society Contract 
c. Avon Hills Lions – thank you card 
d. Stearns County Officers Association – remain? 
e.  

14. Other Business (added at meeting) 
a.   
b.  

http://www.avontownshipmn.gov/
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15. Reports 
a. OAA – City signed; Jodi sent to State for filing  
b. Election update – Township election March 11, 2026, Clerk & Supervisor to be elected; Affidavit 

period Dec 30 – Jan 13, office open Jan 13 from 1-5 PM 
16. Announcements  

a. Signs (incl. 911) – 
b. Construction Site Permits – 
c. Special Assessment Searches – Becker (36914 Pelican Lake Road); Hildreth (37313 185th Avenue); 

Pierskalla Revocable Trust (37524 Co Rd 155) 
d. Feedlot permits –  
e. County Hearings/Meeting –  
f. Fire Department (October 2025 calls) – City:  Medical 8, Fire/Other 0; Town: Medical 5; Fire/Other 0; 

Collegeville: Medical 2, Fire/Other 0; St. Wendel: Medical 0, Fire/Other 0; I-94, 0.   
g. Central Landscaping – salt/sand mixes available (320-252-1601; hermanr@centrallandscape.com) 
h. Issue with website – map not appearing; web host alerted to issue 
i. Need info?  MAT video library (https://www.mntownships.org/mat-video-library)  
j. Truck title arrived; Martini put in Safety Deposit box 
k. Belgrade Coop propane safety literature received 
l. Allied Blacktop brochure received (paving and parking lot repair) 
m. Request for donations for Avon Community Center 
n.  
o.  

17. Old Business – Culvert mapping project & County app; 135th Avenue project with St. Wendel; Case to display 
old documents; Window treatments for Town Hall; Exterior sign for the Hall; Hiring HR / payroll company; Salt 
shed overhang/awning; Employee Handbook including earned sick time etc.; Pipeline Agreement; brush cutter 
rental for 2025; Records to historical society 

18.  Signatures (as necessary) 
a.  

19. Announcement of next meeting:  January 7, 2026 at 7:00 PM  
20. Other Upcoming Meetings/Events 

a. Planning Commission Meeting – December 31, 2025; 7 PM 
b. MAT Conference – Dec 11-13, St. Cloud Civic Center (https://www.mntownships.org/annual-meeting).  

Martini will attend. 
c. Affidavits of Candidacy period – December 30, 2025 – January 13, 2026 
d. Town Hall open to accept affidavits of candidacy – January 13, 2026; 1-5 PM 
e. Township Day at the Capitol – March 2, 2026 

21. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mntownships.org/mat-video-library
https://www.mntownships.org/annual-meeting
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DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of the Avon Township Board of Supervisors 
November 5, 2025 

Avon Township Hall, 16881 Queens Road, Avon (MN) 
 

Call to Order:   Chad Klocker called the meeting of the Avon Township Supervisors to order at 7:00 P.M. in the 
Main Chamber of the Avon Township Hall.  This meeting, like other Town meetings, was also available virtually via 
Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945, Passcode: AvonTown.   
  
Pledge:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Roll Call:   Present – Craig Blonigen, Chad Klocker, Kelly Martini, Bryan Rassier, and Stephen Saupe.  There 
was a quorum.  Also present – Paul Buttweiler, Marion Gondringer, Casey Jansky, and Andrew Wensmann.   
 
Approval of Agenda:    Rassier moved to approve the agenda as presented.   Blonigen second.  All in favor.  
Motion carried.   

 
Minutes:  Blonigen moved to approve the minutes from the October 1, 2025 meeting as presented.   Rassier 
second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  Rassier moved to approve the corrected minutes from the September 2025 
meeting.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Public Hearings:  none scheduled 
 
Public Comments:  There were no public comments. 
 
Planning Commission (PC) Report – presented by Andrew Wensmann  
 
1. Winkels Variance – The Planning Commission considered a request by Brady & Maria Winkels, 15678 

Parkwood Circle, for a variance to construct a garage closer to the road than is currently permitted by Section 
9.99.A(3) of the Land Use & Zoning Ordinance #6.  The PC recommends setting a public hearing.  Blonigen 
moved to set a public hearing at the Planning Commission meeting on November 26 at 7:15 PM to consider a 
request by Brady & Maria Winkels, 15678 Parkwood Circle, Avon, to construct a garage 13 feet closer to the 
center of the road than is currently permitted.  Rassier second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  Mr. Winkels was 
present at tonight’s meeting.  He thought that most neighbors would support the variance request, but knows 
of one neighbor who might be opposed to a shed being built on the site.   
  

2. Orderly Annexation Agreement (OAA) – The PC reviewed the current draft of the OAA.  No suggestions for 
improvements were identified.  Blonigen moved to approve Resolution 11-05-25, “Joint Resolution as to 
Orderly Annexation Area by and Between the City of Avon and the Town of Avon.”  Rassier second.  All in 
favor.  Motion carried.  The resolution was signed.  The Clerk will provide the signed copy to the City for their 
approval.  The PC recommends acknowledging former Supervisor LeRoy Gondringer, who significantly 
contributed to the discussions regarding the OAA.  The Supervisors authorized the Clerk to send a note of 
thanks to Mr. Gondringer.   
  

3. Town Hall Use Forms – The PC reviewed the revised forms and recommends approval.  Klocker moved to 
approve the revised Town Hall Use documents.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

4. Road Plan – The PC will be working on the road plan at upcoming meetings.  Blonigen is digitizing some road 
data.        
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945
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Rassier moved to approve the PC report.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.     
     
Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer provided the Cash Control statement from October 1, 2025 to October 31, 
2025 (appended below) and read the Treasurer’s report.  MAT dues are to be paid by December 31st; Martini has 
taken care of this.  The threshold for a required audit has been raised to $1million.  Martini will look into the 
consequences of ESS and Paid leave.  Rassier moved to accept the Cash Control Statement and Treasurer’s Report.  
Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
 

 
 
 
Claims, Receipts & Payroll:  The claims (4927-4941) totaled $8,804.21   The disbursements (Appendix 1) and 
receipts (Appendix 2) registers are appended.  The payroll approved by the Supervisors was $2,809.42. Checks 
11541, 11542 and 11561 were voided because they were misprinted.   The chipper has been sold.  The white truck 
has not yet been sold.  The brakes were repaired this weekend which cost about $1000.  The City of Avon is 
interested in purchasing the truck.  Blonigen moved to authorize Klocker to talk to the City and offer the truck for 
sale at $8,000 and asking, but not requiring, free composting for Town residents next year.  Rassier second.  All in 
favor.  Motion carried. The title used to be in the records room, but it has been moved to the bank safe deposit 
box.  Martini will check at the bank for the title.  Rassier located a truck at Flamboya Auto in Wisconsin for 
$35,000.  Jansky identified another truck though it lacks a sander.  Klocker moved to purchase the truck in 
Wisconsin for $35,000 or less if it is still available, and if not, purchase a 2017 plow truck from Transwest Ford for 
$41,000.  Blonigen second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.    
 
Blonigen moved to accept the claims, receipts and payroll.  Rassier second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Town Hall Report:  The garbage disposal is not working properly.  Jansky will examine.   If there is garbage in the 
Hall, put it in a bag and then put it in the dumpster in the Shop.  The trash is taken to Opatz (they may have 
recently sold) or to Albany. 
 
Road Report:   
 
1. Winter – We are ready.  The red truck has been DOT’d.  The main hydraulic cylinder is leaking.  It will need to 

be replaced.  Central Hydraulics will charge about $2,500. Blonigen noted that the StC. airport has excellent 
mechanics and that the work could be done for less.   
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2. Assorted – The ditches were mowed.  Blonigen praised Jansky for the excellent job.  He also reported that the 
Township Insider has an ad to rent a tractor and boom truck for $4,000 per week.  The Town will look into a 
brush cutter next spring.  There is a recall on the blue tractor – we will have a full service done when it is in 
the shop. 
 

3. Queens Road – Jeremy Mathiasen appeared at the meeting to discuss the Queens Road project.  He originally 
did a feasibility study in 2021 and has now revised the study to include just the eastern 0.6 miles, which 
remain to be done.  The work is estimated to cost $680K.  He will send the e-version of the study to Blonigen, 
who is working on the LRIP grant.  The bridge may be a substandard width (2 feet too narrow).  Blonigen will 
confirm with the County to see if it would qualify for a grant if it needs to be modified.  St. Anna Drive may 
need to be resurfaced.  Based on current pricing, it is estimated to cost about $400K.   
 

4. Road Inspection – the results from the recent road inspection are ready.  They will be used when discussing 
road projects in the spring.  
  

5. Plowing Obstructions – there are some vehicles, etc. in the road right-of-way in the manufactured home park.  
They could present a problem with snow plowing.  Klocker will send the Clerk an address to contact.   
 

6. Peach Drive – there are “No Parking” signs near the trail, which are being ignored, perhaps because it is 
confusing where parking is allowed.  It was suggested to put the signs on just one side of the road.  Water 
draining from a driveway has caused wash-boarding on the road, which otherwise is in great shape. 
 

7. Plowing Gravel Roads – Klocker inquired if there is a policy on when to plow, especially if a gravel road is not 
yet frozen.  The general guideline is that the Town plows when there is two inches of snow on the road.  If a 
gravel road is not yet frozen, it was suggested to use the belly plow at a high setting. 

 
Blonigen moved to approve the Road Report.  Rassier second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.    
 
Business:   
 
1. Stearns County Officers Association Meeting – Martini will attend as a representative of the Association.  The 

dues (currently $458) will likely increase.  Martini noted that there hasn’t been an increase since 2008.  The 
Supervisors will look into the value of the dues. 
 

2. Albany Mutual Survey – no action taken. 
 

Other Business:   none 
 
Reports:   
 
1. Fifth Monday – Stearns County Sheriff was present and offered trainings on defibrillator use and CPR.  There 

will likely be an increase in the school levy.  A third-party company is handling busing. 
 

2. School Board Election – Martini was head judge and things went well.  There were 58 registered voters and 9 
voters.  One of the judges assigned by the school district was a significant problem.  She will not be permitted 
to serve as a judge for the Town again.  The election costs were paid by District 742. 
 

3. Fire Department Open House – No board members were able to attend, but we heard it went well and that 
there were a few hundred attendees. 
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4. Clerk / Treasurer – Trainings are available from MAT.  The Clerk, Steve Saupe, announced that he will work 
remotely from January through April.  The Deputy Clerk will fill-in as necessary.  Steve is debating whether to 
file for another term as Clerk.  Klocker moved to authorize Martini to attend the annual MAT meeting in 
December.  Rassier second.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Announcements: 
 

a) Signs (incl. 911) – none required. 
b) Construction Site Permits were received for Meemken (325th St.; 40 x 60 accessory structure) and Blattner 

Investments (16767 Co Rd 9, 240x25 lean-to). 
c) A Special Assessment Search was performed for Bosl (34740 Co Rd 9). 
d) No Feedlot permits were received.  
e) There were no pertinent County Hearings/Meetings. 
f) Fire Department calls in September (2025) were: City:  Medical 12, Fire/Other 4; Town: Medical 10; 

Fire/Other 0; Collegeville: Medical 10, Fire/Other 0; St. Wendel: Medical 0, Fire/Other 0; I-94, 1.   
g) The Belgrade Coop office hours have changed – they are now 8 AM – 4:30 PM. 
h) A notice/advertisement was received from Munbit Domain & ADA Compliance. 
i) The County sent a notice confirming the 2026 Levy:  Capital - $5,000; Fire - $184,000; General revenue - 

$89,950; R&B - $420,950. 
j) A brochure from Carr’s Tree Service was received. 
k) Blonigen received a call about fence setback along a property line.  He forwarded the inquiry to Stearns 

County.   
l) Topics for the upcoming Township Tuesdays are: November 18 – Using Technology to Strengthen Your 

Township; December 2 –  Understanding Annexation by Ordinance: What Every Township Should Know; 
and December 16 – Running an Effective Annual Meeting. 

m) The Paid Leave Law goes into effect January 1, 2026. 
n) A Ditch 28 project summary was received from Stearns County. 
o) The Stearns County Officers Association Meeting will be Nov 20th at 6 PM, Freehold. 
p) M&R Signs provided information about reflective sign coatings and Tufnut security hardware. 
q) A brochure from Indeed for Employers was received. 
 

Old Business:   Culvert mapping; 135th Avenue project with St. Wendel; Windows; Case to display old documents; 
Window treatments; Exterior sign for the Hall; hiring HR / payroll company; salt shed overhang/awning; CDL 
License changes; Employee Handbook, concrete sealing; Employee Handbook including earned sick time etc.; 
Pipeline Agreement. 
 
Signatures / Documents / Treasurer:  Documents were signed as necessary.  
  
Announcement of Next Regular Supervisor Meeting:  December 3, 2025; 7:00 PM.   
 
Other Upcoming Meetings/Events: (available on Zoom at the URL above):  

a) Stearns County Officers Association Meeting – November 20; 6 PM 
b) Planning Commission Meeting – November 26; 7 PM 
c) MAT Conference – Dec 11-13, St. Cloud Civic Center  
d) Township Day at the Capitol – March 2, 2026 

 
Adjournment.  Blonigen moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 PM.  Rassier second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  
Meeting adjourned. 
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Respectfully submitted,             date:  November 
20, 2025 
Stephen G. Saupe, Clerk                                                                                                 
 
Supervisor Signatures:                                                                          date:   _____________________________ 
 
_________________________       __________________________        _____________________________ 
Craig Blonigen                                   Chad Klocker              Bryan Rassier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 1.  Disbursement Register 
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Appendix 2.  Receipts Register 
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DRAFT Minutes of the Meeting of the Avon Township Planning Commission 
November 26, 2025 

Avon Township Hall (16881 Queens Road, Avon 56310) 
  
Call to Order:  Chair Andrew Wensmann called to order the meeting of the Avon Township Planning Commission 
(PC) at 7:00 PM in the Main Chamber of the Town Hall.  The meeting was available via Zoom at the URL: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945 (PIN: AvonTown). 
 
Pledge:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
  
Roll Call:  Present – Craig Blonigen, Kelly Martini, Stephen Saupe, Andrew Wensmann, and Lori Yurczyk.  There 
was a quorum.   
 
Approval of Agenda:  Added to the agenda was an inquiry from Dan Meyer regarding a certificate of compliance.  
Blonigen moved to approve the agenda as amended.  Martini second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  
      
Minutes:  Martini moved to approve the minutes from the October 29, 2025 meeting as presented.  Blonigen 
second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
 
Public Hearings:   Winkels Variance – At about 7:15 PM, Wensmann opened a public hearing to consider a 
variance for Mr. Brady Winkels, 15678 Parkwood Circle, to construct a shed 13 feet closer to the center-of-the-
road (COR) than is currently permitted by Section 9.9.9.A(3) of Avon Township Land Use & Zoning Ordinance #6.  
Mr. Winkels said that the shed, which will be 28 x 28 feet, will be 30 feet from the edge of the road and 30 feet 
from the west property line.  It will be a stick and frame structure that will match the existing house.  He requests 
the variance because he said that the only logical place to put the shed is in the NW corner of the property 
because the S and SW areas are steeply sloped and a drainage swale runs roughly N/S through the middle of the 
property.  Mr. Winkels said if the building were further from the road that it might cause additional drainage on  
his neighbor’s property, which he wants to avoid.  The shed will be slab on grade.  Mr. Winkels said he started 
prepping the site about a month ago.  He also said that the building was in the flattest portion of the property and 
that he did not fill in the ditch when doing the site preparation. 
 
Mr. Jim McDougle, a neighbor two doors away, didn’t have an issue with the variance and alerted the Town to his 
own property in which his house is the same distance from the COR.  Another attendee said that it is necessary to 
have rules for development, but it is also necessary to have options.    
 
Carl Schulzetenberg (15684 Parkwood Circle), the neighbor directly to the west of the Winkels property, was 
opposed to the variance.  He was concerned that Mr. Winkel’s had prepped the building site without first getting 
a permit.  He was also concerned that so much fill was used that it will change the hydrology of the area and 
cause water to drain onto his property.  Mr. Schulzetenberg requested that a hydrological study is required before 
a variance is granted.  He also said that variances should not be granted in most circumstances.  He was also 
concerned about the appearance of the building. 
 
Another resident who wanted to remain anonymous, contacted the Clerk regarding the variance.  The resident 
was concerned about the additional driveway access and the likely need for a culvert.  In addition, the resident 
was concerned that the proposed building would be too close to the road and that a vehicle parked in front of the 
building would be a hazard to the snowplow or other vehicles.  Another resident stated that the place Mr. Winkels 
wants to build the garage had been flattened by a previous owner for a trailer. 
 
No other public comments were received.  Blonigen moved to close the public hearing.  Yurczyk second.  All in 
favor.  Motion carried.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8325486945
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The PC noted that the County will likely inspect the site prior to issuing a CSP so any drainage issues should be 
minimized.  It was questioned whether the shed could be put on the east side of the Winkel’s home.  Mr. Winkels 
said he inquired about purchasing land from the neighbor but was unsuccessful.  Yurczyk said that the Town 
doesn’t normally approve multiple accesses on a single lot and that the Town takes variance requests very 
seriously.  Saupe questioned if a culvert was required for an access, and whether or not a vehicle parked on the 
pad would be hazard as was suggested by a member of the public.   
 
The PC considered the Findings of Fact and concluded that: (a) the proposed use is allowed in the zoning district; 
(b) the variance is not in harmony with the ordinance.  Those that voted ‘no’ did so because the variance would 
permit a structure closer to the road than is permitted; those that voted ‘yes’ did so because they considered that 
the proposed structure would be in harmony with neighboring structures, some of which are also closer to the 
road than 63 feet; (c) the variance is consistent with the comprehensive plan.  One PC member voted no because 
of safety concerns along the roadway and potential changes to the agricultural and rural nature of the Township; 
(d) the property would be used in a reasonable manner; (e) the variance is due to circumstances unique to the 
property and not created by the property owner or a previous owner.  The drainage issue is unique.  One PC 
member voted ‘no’ because Mr. Winkels could build a smaller garage, and that he personally requires additional 
storage; (f) the variance will not alter the essential character of the locality; and (g) the need for the variance 
involves more than economic hardship.   
 
Blonigen moved to recommend to the Supervisors approval of a variance for Brady Winkels, 15678 Parkwood 
Circle, to construct a shed 13 feet closer to the COR than is currently permitted.  Martini second.  All in favor.  
Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Winkels was again told that he will need to obtain an access permit.  He will need to have this approved prior 
to receiving any variance.  To help alleviate Mr. Schulzetenberg’s concerns, Blonigen said that he expects 
someone from the County will examine the site and drainage prior to issuing the CSP. 
 
Public Comments:  none. 
 
Business:   
 
22. Meyer Certificate of Deposit – Mr. Dan Meyer is interested in splitting the homesite at 13958 325th St., St. 

Joseph from the remainder of the parcel (03.01137.0003).  His intent was to provide access to hunting land 
from his parcel to the east.  He was interested in what size parcels would be acceptable to the Township.  He 
has talked to the County about the split and would do an administrative subdivision, which ould require a 
certificate of compliance from the Town, as well as a survey.  Mr. Meyer was advised that the Town would 
typically have no problem with a split leaving a 10-acre homesite.  The PC wondered how many building 
credits, if any, would exist with the remaining 50-acre (or similar-sized) parcel.  
 

23. Moving the Supervisor’s Meeting to the Second Wednesday – At the October Supervisor’s meeting it was 
recommended that the Township consider the possibility of moving the meeting to the second Wednesday of 
the month.  The advantage is that it would give time for invoices to clear the bank, ensure invoices are paid on 
time, and that bank statements are ready for the Supervisors to examine at their meeting.   Disadvantages of 
moving the Supervisor’s meeting would be that residents are familiar with the current meeting dates and that 
changing the Supervisors meeting date would likely require moving the PC meeting to the first Wednesday, to 
allow time for publication of hearings, etc.  To avoid having to pay a late fee for payment of invoices due to 
our meeting schedule, Blonigen recommended that the Town adopt/publicize a policy changing terms from 30 
to 45 days.  It was suggested this might not be necessary since most vendors already know our policy.  Martini 
moved to recommend to the Supervisors to leave the Supervisors Meeting on the first Wednesday of the 
month, and to change to our payment terms to 45 days.  Yurczyk second.  All in favor.  Motion carried.   
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Saupe thinks that as many invoices as possible be ‘auto-paid’ including payroll.  Martini suggested that 
payment must first be authorized by the Supervisors.  Also, she was concerned that there could be a change in 
the invoice.  ACH payments could be used.   One concern is that we might get charged to set up 
autopayments.  
 

24. Road Plan – Blonigen is working on updating the road data spreadsheet.  He is creating road scores to help 
identify roads in need of resurfacing.  He should be finished soon. 
 

Old Business/Policy Reviews/Reports/Announcements:    
 

• Yurczyk reported that a sailboat and trailer was in the road right-of-way of 365th.  It was there for about a 
week before it was moved.  No one was familiar with this situation. 

 

• Wensman reported that the Fire Department should be working on their annual fundraising calendar 
soon. 

 
Next Meeting:  The next PC meeting is December 17, 2025 at 7:00 PM (see ‘Call to Order’ for the Zoom log-in).  
This meeting had been previously rescheduled to this date to avoid New Year’s Eve. 
 
Other Meetings:  Other upcoming meetings/events include (see ‘Call to Order’ for the Zoom log-in): 

• Supervisors Meeting – December 3, 2025  
 

Adjournment:   Blonigen moved to adjourn the meeting at about 9 PM.  Wensmann called the meeting 
adjourned.   
 
 
Respectfully submitted,          date:  November 30, 2025 
Stephen G. Saupe, Clerk                                                                                                      
 
Approval:     
 
__________________________________________________               date: ____________________________ 
Andrew Wensmann, Planning Commission Chair – signature 
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